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A Message from Our Head of Year 9 

Over the past year we have had many hurdles to jump. At times we have galloped over 
them, yet we have also stumbled at a few posts. Nevertheless, just because we’ve 
stumbled doesn’t mean that we have fallen or failed; it means that we have tried.   
 
Each day we must reflect on our successes and learn from the obstacles we have faced. I 
often say to Year 9 that we have to put our best foot forward, and haven’t we as a school 
community been doing just so? We have faced new ways of teaching and learning, new 
ways to communicate, new ways to attend school and new ways to fulfil each day. With 
anything new, it can seem daunting at first, but with an open mind, eagerness (and some 
ICT knowledge!), we have thrived.      
 
Newness comes in many forms and for many it has meant taking up a different hobby, 
learning a new skill or revisiting an old one. I have personally dusted off my paintbrushes 
and enjoyed creating paintings in my spare time. It has been my flow through the 
pandemic (alongside many, many walks too of course!). Getting lost in the myriad of 
colours, shapes and tones of my paint palette has helped me set aside my worries and 
has most importantly been a time of self-care. What has been your escapism?  
 
Let’s keep working towards our goals, supporting one another and most of all, looking 
after ourselves.  
 
Remember, stumbling doesn’t mean you have failed, it means you have tried and have 
the strength to keep going.  
  
“Go wisely and slowly. Those who rush stumble and fall.”  
 
Miss Laura Cullen-Byrne (Head of Year 9) 
 

 

 

 



 

Thank You 

We would like to express our sincere thanks and appreciation to our ever helpful Parent Teachers Association.  They have kindly 
sponsored a Roll of Honour Board for those pupils who held the esteemed position of Head Girl in Thornhill College. 
 
This is now proudly displayed in our front foyer.  It features the names of those who held this position over the past twenty years.  Do 
you recognise anyone?  Don’t worry girls there’s still enough room for those who may aspire to this role over the next twenty years.   
 
Taylor Brown, our current Head Girl, also expressed her thanks. 
“I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank our PTA for this kind token of recognition for the hard work and dedication 

of past Thornhill senior head girls. It is a privilege to have been awarded such an active leadership role in our school community, 

despite the challenging circumstances of this year, and I am truly honoured to have my name featured on the list!” 

 

 
 

 

 

Schools Out for Climate Event – 19th March 2021 

We are four young women who believe in the importance of educating people               

in our area on the impact of Climate Change & Biodiversity Loss.  

Interact. Inform. Inspire; that is our goal.  

We wish to ask you to support our environment, to enjoy the benefits of                       

nature and to care for our Earth. You can do this by supporting our Schools Out              

for Climate Event and help educate our young people on Climate Change and the      

environment. Will you help us? 

The Schools Out for Climate event is a day on the 19th of March 2021; the             

goal being to provide positive education on the environment and climate. It is         

aimed at young people and children to help educate, inform and inspire them.  

We wish to promote the positive aspects of the environment and reinforce the                     

benefits of nature and the importance of caring for our Earth. Our intention is              

not to scare people into making a change, rather we wish to inspire them.  

The event on the 19th March will be online, due to current restrictions. A number of the activities will be pre-recorded, to allow you 

to participate at a time that suits you. This also means you can attend your Live lessons, follow your work on GC as well as enjoy the 

day’s activities. The event will include a number of activities; yoga, crafts, and other educational events.  

We want this event to be for our council area, looking at what we can do to help the environment and our impact on a bigger scale.  

It is important to be educated on the impact of our actions on the Earth, and how we, as individuals, can look after the environment. 

This is exactly what we hope to achieve with our event on the 19th of March. Hope to see you there. 

Our work is being supported by: St. Columb’s Park House, and Zero Waste North West. 

Amy Barber, Cliona Orr, Dearbhlá McMenamin and Clíona Blackery (Year 14) 

 
 



 

Geography – Ordnance Survey Symbols Work 

Well done to our Year 8 students who have been revising their knowledge of ordnance survey symbols in Geography by creating 

their very own O.S. people. Fantastic creativity ladies – great work! 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Oonagh 8G 

Emma 8E 

Sophie 8E 

Eamair 8F 



 

Technology & Design 

KS3 students carried out some excellent challenges to celebrate STEPS Engineers Week 2021.  Students could select from a range of 
challenges to use their problem solving skills to complete their models. Excellent work and well done! 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

Drama 

Our Year 10 students created some wonderful costume designs 
this week in their Drama classes for their plays including this 
fantastic example for the Year 10 original play, ‘Sparkleshark.’ 
Brilliant work girls – well done! 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Virtual First Aid Course 

Well done to our Middle Prefect Team who successfully 
completed a virtual first aid training course last week. Our 
thanks go to Nigel Wildman and Allison Bradley from the Red 
Cross for providing the training. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Careers Corner 

Martin Lewis has produced an excellent video, “Student Loans 
Decoded” outlining very useful information on finance and 
student loans, for parents and students. This might be of great 
interest to our Year 14 students their parents. 
 
The link for the video is: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=mO_rAsMuA

lM 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Star Artists Gallery 

We continue to be amazed by the creative talents of our girls during lockdown. Just take a look at this selection of fantastic pieces of 

art work from the last week. Well done girls and keep the great work up!!! 

 

Kayla 9B 

Eva 9G Holly 9G 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=mO_rAsMuAlM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=mO_rAsMuAlM


 

Walk All Over Cancer Fundraising for the Foyle Hospice 

After week 2 of our staff #WalkAllOverCancer challenge in support of the Foyle 
Hospice the leading group is the Red Team!! Well done to all the members of the 
Red Team and everyone else involved for the great efforts with their steps this week!  
 
Congratulations to Miss Gillespie who has clocked up the most individual steps so 
far at an amazing 241,476!!!!! Very impressive! 
 
It’s only the start of week 3, and our staff have already raised a fantastic £762 for 
the Foyle Hospice. Our congratulations to everyone involved and good luck with 
keeping your steps up!!!! 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/thornhill-college 
 
 
 

 

 

Sarah 9B 

Ava 9A Ciara 8E Caitlin 9B 

Roise 9C Cora 9C Emma 8E 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/thornhill-college


 



 



 



 



 


